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ART MUSEUMS 
of� 

OPEN DAILY 

Discover something unexpected in this rich and extensive collection. You'll find rare antique 

furniture, fashionable Chinese porcelain, colorful textiles, mesmerizing paintings, and 

cutting-edge firearms from the 17th, 18th, and 19th centuries in the DeWitt Wallace Decorative 

Arts Museum exhibitions. Plus, examine imaginative toys, carousel figures, and remarkable 

portraits created by untrained artists in the Abby Aldrich Rockefeller Folk Art Museum. 

ART MUSEUM MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE.* 

Become one of the first members for exclusive access 

to a celebratory year of openings, with the realization of 

the 65,000-square-foot expansion of the Art Museums of 

Colonial Williamsburg. Details available online. 

Find out more about current exhibitions, performances, tours, and programs 

colonialwilliamsburg.com/art. 

*Beginning February 1, 2020

https://colonialwilliamsburg.com/art-museums


In C’ville, wine comes with a view. As you sip your new 
favorite white or red, take in the beauty of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains and kick back in the birthplace of American wine. 

Plan your trip at VisitCharlottesville.org. 

 There’s 
 more to c’
than the 

 wine list.

 There’s 
 more to c’
than the 

 wine list.

 There’s 
 more to c’
than the 

 wine list.

CREATE MEMORIES THAT WILL LAST A LIFETIME

colonialwilliamsburg.org

You’re invited to discover the people who bring history to life at Colonial Williamsburg. 

There’s something new to discover every season, for every generation. With entertaining evenings, 

mouthwatering menus and luxurious hotels, spending time together has never been easier.

https://www.visitcharlottesville.org/
https://colonialwilliamsburg.org/
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TO VIRGINIA.

Features

10
SMALL TOWNS, 
BIG CHARACTER

From beach retreats 
to mountain escapes, 
these quaint small 
towns and notable 
neighborhoods are 
ready to welcome 
visitors with open 
arms.

16
LOVEWORKS:
CREATING 
MEMORIES

A mother's 
budget-friendly 
getaway turned 
into a memorable 
statewide adventure 
with her daughter as 
they visited over 200 
LOVEworks. 

20
UNPLUG, 
RECHARGE 
AND RELAX 

Self-care has never 
been more important, 
and luckily, Virginia 
has some amazing 
spots to help you 
unwind and get back 
to your best self.

34
GET OUTSIDE: 
HIKES FOR ALL

From waterfalls to 
ponies, Virginia 
offers some of the 
most beautiful views. 
Get a hiker's best 
recommendations for 
every location and 
skill level. 

28
DON'T FORGET 
FIDO! PET-
FRIENDLY FUN

No need to leave 
your favorite pooches 
at home! Our state 
offers multiples 
locations that get 
"five paws" from your 
four-legged friends. 

More to Love

26   WINE COUNTRY    32   LGBTQ+ FUN    33   GIFT GIVERS

44   GOLF COURSES   48   FILM BUFFS    50   MUSIC VENUES

Reference

9  MAP & REGIONS    166 LODGING

Coastal Virginia   
Coastal Eastern Shore    
Chesapeake Bay   
Northern Virginia    
Central Virginia    
Southern Virginia   
Shenandoah Valley    
Virginia Mountains    
Blue Ridge Highlands   
Heart of Appalachia

A  V A C A T I O N  I N  V I R G I N I A  I S  A B O U T  D O I N G  T H E 

T H I N G S  Y O U  L O V E  W I T H  T H E  P E O P L E  Y O U  L O V E 

M O S T  –  A N D  M A K I N G  M E M O R I E S  T H A T  W I L L  L A S T 

A  L I F E T I M E .

It’s no surprise why Virginia attracts so many 
people. The Commonwealth’s beaches, parks, 
mountains and vast historical assets attract 
millions of visitors every year.  Whether it’s a 
hike in the mountains, a historic attraction or a 
fine meal at one of our restaurants, Virginia has 
something for everyone. The stories and photos 
featured in this guide will inspire you to take 
an adventure and make some memories of your 
own.

One of the best ways to experience Virginia 
is through its food, which includes dishes 
capturing the New Southern cuisine created 
by our ever-growing number of award-winning 
chefs. Craft brewers and winemakers in Virginia 

have elevated the state’s long-standing reputation for good things in a bottle. 
Virginia’s outdoor recreation is approachable, accessible and unforgettable. We’re 

home to 37 State Parks, two National Parks, and national wildlife refuges, national 
scenic trails and national historic parks. We also have more miles of the Appalachian 
Trail than any other state – 544 miles, more than one-fourth of the 2,175-mile footpath.  

You can also immerse yourself in the history of Virginia by visiting any of our 
hundreds of historic sites across the state that date back to the first permanent English 
settlement at Jamestown and cover every important period of American history from 
1607 to now. That includes places like Colonial Williamsburg, Civil War battlefields, 
and the Birthplace of Country Music, located in Bristol on the Virginia/Tennessee line.

We hope you will enjoy all that the Commonwealth has to offer. Whether you’re 
soaking up the sun on one of our warm sandy beaches, sipping wine overlooking 
mountain views or enjoying our vibrant arts and culture, we can’t wait for you to 
discover for yourself why Virginia is for Lovers. 

R A L P H  S .  N O R T H A M
G O V E R N O R ,  C O M M O N W E A L T H  O F  V I R G I N I A

52
74
78
8 4
98

110
116
13 4
150
162

Regional Guides

On the Covers
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AND HISTORIC 
GETAWAYS

p. 20

Relaxing
Retreats

FOUR-LEGGED FUN
Pet-Friendly Places

p. 28

LOVEWORKS
A Great State Tour

p. 16

SMALL TOWN CHARM
Authentically Local 

p. 10

The Omni 
Homestead Resort, 

Hot Springs
Creative Dog Media
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FOUR-LEGGED FUN
Pet-Friendly Places
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SMALL TOWN CHARM
Authentically Local

p. 10

RELAXING RETREATS
and Historic Getaways

p. 20

A GREAT STATE TOUR
p. 16

LOVEworks

Cape Charles 
LOVEwork, 

Cape Charles
Adam Lewis

2020 TRAVEL GUIDE

PET-FRIENDLY PLACES
p. 28

Four-Legged 
Fun

SMALL TOWN CHARM
Authentically Local

p. 10

RELAXING RETREATS
and Historic Getaways

p. 20

LOVEWORKS
A Great State Tour

p. 16

Hazel Mountain 
Overlook, Luray

Samantha Brooke
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Carvins Cove Natural Reserve—Roanoke

Jamestown Settlement—Williamsburg
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PUBLISHER & CEO  
Richard Wells

VICE PRESIDENT,  
CLIENT SERVICES 
Denise Koff

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
Kurt Rheinheimer

EDITOR  
Liz Long

Virginia's 10 
Travel Regions

  Virginia Welcome Centers
In no other state will you receive the hospitality and assistance that Virginia offers. 
Hold us to it! For more information visit Virginia.org/WelcomeCenters.

“Virginia is for Lovers” was created more than 50 years 
ago, and it’s become one of the most beloved and 
iconic slogans in the world. While it’s meant a lot of 
different things to a lot of different people over the 
years, one thing remains the same: LOVE. We hope 
this guide helps you find what you love in Virginia!

BLUE RIDGE HIGHLANDS
1. Bristol: I-81 N, Mile Marker O

276-466-2932
2. Rocky Gap: I-77 S, Mile Marker 61

276-928-1873
3. Lambsburg: I-77 N, Mile Marker O 

276-755-3931 

VIRGINIA MOUNTAINS
4. Covington: I-64 E, Mile Marker 2

540-559-3010

SHENANDOAH VALLEY
5. Clear Brook: I-81 S, Mile Marker 320

540-722-3448

BLUE RIDGE HIGHLANDS
PG 150

SOUTHERN VIRGINIA
PG 110

VIRGINIA
 MOUNTAINS

PG 134

SHENANDOAH
VALLEY
PG 116

NORTHERN 
VIRGINIA

PG 84

CENTRAL
VIRGINIA

PG 98

COASTAL VIRGINIA
PG 52

CHESAPEAKE BAY
PG 78

TO WASHINGTON, D.C.

COASTAL 
EASTERN 

SHORE
PG 74

NORTHERN VIRGINIA
6. Fredericksburg: I-95 S, Mile Marker 132

540-786-8344
7. Manassas: 1-66 W, Mile Marker 48

703-361-2134
8. Northern Virginia Gateway, Caroline

I-95 N, Mile Marker 107
804-448-3980

CENTRAL VIRGINIA
9. Richmond: 1500 E. Main St

804-545-5581

SOUTHERN VIRGINIA
10. Bracey:  I-85 N, Mile Marker 1

434-689-2295
11. Skippers: I-95 N, Mile Marker 0

434-634-4113

COASTAL VIRGINIA
12. East Coast Gateway, New Kent: I-64 E, Mile Marker 213

804-966-7450

COASTAL EASTERN SHORE
13. New Church: U.S. 13, 3420 Lankford Hwy

757-824-5000

LeisureMedia360  
P.O. Box 21535
Roanoke, Virginia 24018
P: 540-989-6138
F: 540-989-7603  
Leisuremedia360.com

PRESIDENT & CEO
Rita McClenny

VICE PRESIDENT, MARKETING
Diane Béchamps

BRAND DIRECTOR  
Lindsey Norment

BRAND MANAGER 
Leah Harms 

ART DIRECTOR
Ali Zaman

CREATIVE SERVICES
Sarah Hauser, Ryan Trapp

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS  
Latisha Boone, Bill Burnham,  
Mary Burnham, Wirt Confroy, Andrew 
Cothern, Carrie Cousins, Sydney Lake, 
Ginger Warder

CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHERS  
Cathy Anderson, Skylar Arias Adventures, 
Jason Barnette, Billy Bowling, Samantha 
Brooke, Scott K. Brown, Brian Camp, 
Tim Cox, Bill Crabtree Jr.,  Creative Dog 
Media, Cameron Davidson, Sam Dean, 
Mike Deep, Nate Dennison, Ashley Early, 
Julia Ellison, Amanda Flowers, Trevor 
Frost, Tony Hall, Morgan Harris, Robert 
Harris, Mahmoud Hassan, Sarah Hauser, 
Jumping Rocks Photography, Adam 
Kliebenstein, Kyle LaFerriere, Natalie 
LeDonne, Adam Lewis, Mike Mergen, 
Joseph Mesite, Chris Militzer, Emily 
Miller, Monarch Productions, Joshua T. 
Moore, Nicholas Moore, John Park, John 
Plashal, Bram Reusen, Jordan Rodericks, 
Roll with Cole and Charisma, Matt Ross, 
Brooke Silverman Photography, Michael 
Simon, Jean Skipper,  Kristin Summerer, 
Ryan Trapp, Traveling Newlyweds, Joey 
Wharton, Cora Wagoner, Dan Wentling, 
Glen Wilson, Alex Wong, Glenn Woodell, 
Todd Wright, Katie Yarborough, Ali Zaman

Virginia Tourism Corporation   
901 E. Cary Street, Suite 900  
Richmond, Virginia 23219  
P: 804-545-5500 or 800-VISIT VA  
F: 804-545-5501  •  Virginia.org
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Doris Tice
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COLLECTIONS
Melinda Milan

ADVERTISING DIRECTOR   
Jo Diedrich McGonigal - Mountains & 
Southern Region
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and Richmond
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Meet the 
Contributors

Carrie Cousins
MBA, is a writer and 
designer with more 
than 15 years of 
communications ex-
perience. Her writing 
has been featured in 
magazines such as 
Blue Ridge Country, 
Life Outside and 
Fast Company. She 
loves running, hiking 
and playing with her 
dogs outside. In her 
free time, Carrie is 
an avid runner, and 
you might find her 
training for the Blue 
Ridge Marathon 
or on a trail in the 
mountains of the 
Roanoke Region. 

Sydney Lake 
is a journalist and 
PR professional in 
Richmond and loves 
to discover and share 
the stories of hidden 
gems in the state’s 
capital, as well as 
the luxury brands of 
the Commonwealth. 
She also loves good 
food, old music and 
passionate people 
– and her favorite
spot to unwind in
her hometown is
the Museum District
with the Quirk Hotel,
Comfort Restaurant,
Mod & Sol and more.

Ginger Warder
is the author of "Fido’s 
Virginia" and is a 
member of the 
Society of American 
Travel Writers, 
specializing in travel 
with pets, luxury 
travel and food and 
wine. She is also a 
contributor to the 
Fodor’s Guide to 
Virginia & Maryland. 
She currently lives 
in Richmond, where 
she loves to walk her 
around Libby Hill Park 
or Chimborazo Park in 
Church Hill.

Mar y and Bill 
Burnham are the 
authors of several 
Virginia hiking 
books and “Small 
Towns of Virginia 
and Maryland.” They 
live in Onancock, 
on Virginia’s Eastern 
Shore, where you can 
find them hanging 
out at their “Yak 
Shack” at the wharf, 
spring through fall.

Andrew Cothern 
is a certified music 
nut and has written 
about the Virginia 
music scene for the 
past decade. Cothern 
also chronicled his 
experiences and 
thoughts on RVA 
Playlist, a music blog 
that focuses on the 
local music scene in 
Richmond. He spends 
his time collecting too 
much vinyl and having 
listening parties with 
his dog, Atticus. 

8  

Latisha and 
Jaithyn Boone
are a mother-
daughter duo with 
a mission to share 
their love of Vir-
ginia since 2017. The 
Boones have visited 
every region in the 
state, using Virginia’s 
LOVEworks as their 
guide. They share 
these exciting road 
trips on Instagram, 
with hope that they 
inspire others to take 
a chance on LOVE 
and experience the 
many adventures 
Virginia has to offer. 
Follow along:  
@theboonesloveVA!

HEART OF 
APPALACHIA
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http://Virginia.org/WelcomeCenters
https://www.virginia.org/WelcomeCenters



